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young prince, after adopting the Hungarian national name of Ladislas
(L&szlo), was crowned and installed as king in the capital, Buda (1301).
However, Pope Boniface VIII and the German King Albert, who naturally
felt that their interests were threatened, bitterly opposed the Bohemian
rule in Hungary. King Wenceslas, on his side, formed an alliance with
King Philip IV of France (1303), and also entered into relations with
England. But on the death of Pope Boniface (1304), the hostility between
France and the Papacy came to an end, and with it the main reason for
the French alliance with Bohemia. In Hungary, too, the position of affairs
changed to the detriment of Bohemia, when the nobles began to fall
away from her. Then King Wenceslas of Bohemia invaded Hungary
with a large army, but soon beat a retreat without engaging battle, and
brought back his son to Bohemia, together with the Hungarian royal
insignia. On the other hand, King Albert, who with his allies invaded
Bohemia and besieged the town of Kutn& Hora (Kuttenberg), famous for
its silver mines which were then at the height of their prosperity, had
also to retire without gaining any success. A new campaign against
Bohemia, which had been planned for the next year, was averted by
the sudden death of King Wenceslas, who was only thirty-four years old
(June 1305).

The new King of Bohemia, Wenceslas III (1305-1306), the only son
of the late king, was hardly seventeen years old. He concluded a peace
with King Albert soon after his father^ death; in return for the cession
of certain disputed provinces (Eger, Meissen), he received a solemn con-
firmation of the old liberties and rights of Bohemia. In Hungary, too,
Wenceslas III gave up the hopeless struggle, for he handed over his
claims upon Hungary, and the Hungarian royal insignia, to his cousin
Otto of Bavaria. On the other hand he began to make preparations with
great ardour for a campaign in Poland, in order to obtain possession of
his father's seriously imperilled lands. But when, in the summer of 1306,
he was staying at Olomouc, where his army was to concentrate, he was
murdered in the dean's house by an unknown assailant (4 August 1306).
At his death the male line of the Pfemyslids was extinguished; and this
was in itself an important turning-point in the history of Bohemia.

The time of the rule of the last Pf emyslid kings is of significance, not
only for the great external expansion of the power of the Bohemian throne,
but also for important changes in the internal conditions of the lands
beneath its sway. The disruption of the old constitution of the State and
of society, a disruption which had been approaching even in earlier times,
was fulfilled in this period. For in this period various special rights were
acquired by single social classes, which thus withdrew themselves from
the old organisation of the State and cut themselves off from the rest of
the population and also from each other. In the forefront stand the
clergy. The development, for which the way was prepared even in the
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